Clearfield Hospital receives grant money
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‘CLEARFIELD “— Even one death
“from hospital  acquired infection ‘is
60nsldered one ‘too many. Thanks to
‘4 -grant ‘from the - Pennsylvania
'Health * Care Cost Containment
Council: and ‘the ‘Highmark Founda-
‘fion, Clearfield Hospital will be able
‘to ‘decrease, the risk of hospital ac-
‘4uired infections even more.

PHC4 and Highmark announced :

Clearﬁeld Hospital would be-one of
11 Pennsylvama hospitals to receive
a grant to implement new tethnolo-
gy to identify, track and pro-actively
prevent. hospital acquired infections.
Hospltals selected for the grant will
receive money-to assist in their uti-
hzatlon of MedMined’s Data-Mining

PHC4 and. nghmark announced Clearﬁeld Hosp1ta1 would be one of 11
Pennsylvania hospitals to receive a grant to implement new technology' to,

MedMined’s Data Mlnlng Surveillance service.

identify, track and pro-actively prevent hospital acquired infections. Hospi-
tals selected for the grant will receive money to-assist in: thelr ut111zat1on of ;

Surveillarice service.
‘Mare P.-Volavak, executive direc-
tor of PHC4, presented a check for

'$36,000.to the Clearfield Hospital at

a press coriference Thursday.
“Clearfield Hospital is‘the repre-
sentation of where the majority of
Penrisylvanians get their health
care,” Volavak ‘said. “Most of Penn-
sylvania’s health care is made up of
community-based hospitals in rural
communities, just like Clearfield.”

MedMined provides. date. mining
analysis and related technical, clini-
cal and financial consulting services
to the health ‘care commumty The

- data mining surveillance service is

currently used by 195 hospitals in 26
states, covering more-than 2.5 mil-
lion hospital admissions yearly.:

Before implementing MedMined,

to track infections manually. The
new technology will allow the staff to
identify and address potential prob-

lems much more quickly. There was
also no way to compare the infection
rates to pin-point a specific cause.

“One  cannot - change’ what one
cannot measure,” Volavka said.

All Pennsylvania general acute
care hospitals were eligible to apply
for the project and applications were

- evaluated and selected baséd on the
the staff at Clearfield Hospital had .

hospital's economic needs, location,
and commitment to employing con-
temporary -infection control prac-
tices.

Although -Clearfield Hospltals
hospital - acquired -infection rate: is

Jow at only 1.0r2 percent, anything
which-can lower those statistics eveh

more can only be good for the .pg-.
tients. - . .J !
“It's.a wm—wm sxtuatlon hosp:tal

" President ‘and ‘CEO Robert B. Muz-

ray said. “Patient .safety is parg-
mount at Clearfield Hospital. 'l’h;e
addition of the MedMined servw}-:-

" will further ‘reduce the chance& of
7 .hospltal acquired infections- and

we're. eager to implement ne‘#v
processes to elevate patient careqnd

improyve. outcomes.”

~ Also speaking’ at the confere,noe
were Kim Smolko, infection cont,rol

.manager- for the hospital, and; staﬂe

Rep. Camille “Bud” George,.D-

"Houtzdale.
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