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hay 2, 2005

Mare P. Volavka, Executive Direclor

Pennsylvania Health Care Cost Containment Council
225 Market Street, Suite 400

Harnisburg, PA 17101

Drear Mr, Valavka:

Adlegheny General Hospital would like to thank the Pennsylvania Health Care Cost Containment
Ciouncil for the invitation to review and comment on the Hip and Knee Replacement preview
dula, representing Fiscal Year 2002, While we appreciate the opportunity to access clinical
elfectiveness benchmarks, it is important to note that the inclusion of outdated data i any type of
outcomes report, diminishes the meaningfulness of the report. The more current the data, the
more value there is te both consumers and providers alike.

Throewgh our ongoing performance improvement efTorts, we utilize various sources of
information to monitor the quality of our patient care. A key part of any improvement activity 15
the measurement of success, In the Fiscal Year 2002 Hip and Knee report, the data mdicates that
we have a higher than expected occurrence rate within the combined Deep Yein
ThrombozisPulmonary Embohsm category, We acknowledge that venous thrombosis and
thromboembalic conditions are serious and controversial problems, which may follow
orthopaedic procedures. Patients with these conditions frequently are asymptomatic and
thercfore, the reporied incidence of thrombophlebitis may reflect how ageressively the dingnosis
is pursued rather than actual differences in cccurrence. The ullimate goal ol treatment angd
preventive measures 15 to avoid pulmonary embolization,

During Fiscal Years 2003, 2004 and 2005 to-date, that same Deep Vein Thrombosis/Pulmaonary
Embelism occurrence data would indicate that Allegheny General Hospital bas been successtul
m redlucing the rate of these pocurrences. We are proud bul never sabisfied wath Lhe
improvements that we have made, and we will continue to closely monitor our ocoumence rales
in these twe areas.



In closing, we appreciate the efforts of the Pennsylvania Health Care Cost Containment Council
in taking a leading role in comparing hospital performance, and we will continue 1o supporl this
effort. Allegheny General Hospital remains committed to providing the highest quality of care to
the community we serve.

Sincerely,
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Richard L. Ray, MD
Chairman, Depariment of Orthopacdics
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