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Way 2, 2005

Mare P. Volavka, Executive Director

Pennsylvama Health Care Cost Containment Council
225 Markel Street, Suite 400

Harmsburg, PA 17101

Dear Mr. Wolavka:

Ephrata Community Hospital is supportive of the Pennsylvania Health Care Cost
Containment Council’s effort to provide quality and cost data on total hap and knee
replacements to the public. We feel that educating our consumers with this imformation
helps them to make informed decisions about their care.

After review of the 5 cases presented as having posl-operative wound imfection afler total
knee or hip replacement, our findings are these:

a) Two of the cases represented immediate post-operative erythematosis reactions
which were treated prophylactically with antibiotics, but were not thought to be
true wound infections. Both patients did well, were discharged and did not
require readmission or surgical removal of the prosthesis.

hy One af the cases was diggnosed as pyoderma granulosium which was associated
with the patient’s previous history of ulcerative colitiz and not thought o be an
infectious etiology, The patient was treated with systemic steroids and did improve,
The patient did not require readmission for the prosthesis,

) Two of the cases involved patients who were readmitted for possible wound
infections. Both required drainage, culture and subseguent treatment with
antibiotics. Both patients did well and did pot require surgical removal of the
prosthesis.

Alter review of the cases, we [eel that only 2 of the 5 cases represented a true post-
operative wound infection giving us a less than 2% incident of total knee and hip
replacement post-operative wound infection rate, We believe this is within acceptable
limits.
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We appreciate the opportunity to provide further clarification on the information
provided in this repart, Ephrata Community Hospital remains committed to providing
each patient with a safe, quality experience while under our care,

Sincercly, -
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Vincent [ Glielnu, DO
YViee President for Medical Affairs




