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April 29, 2005 e ,_

Attn: Marc P. Volavka, Executive Director

Pennsylvania Health Care Cost Containment Council
225 Market Street, Suite 400
Harrisburg, PA 17101

Re: Hip and Knee replacement report PFY2002
Dear Sir,

This is in response to the report on a complication due to placement of a deep internal device in a
patient that had surgery at The Pottsville Hospital and Warne Clinic in March of 2002.

The patient suffered an impacted subcapital fracture of the right femoral neck in August of 2001.
Subsequent to that she had a non-union, causing her to have decreased ambulation and pain. She
had also been seen for low back pain before she was referred to an orthopedic surgeon.When seen
in our office she had a 1 ¥z cm leg length discrepancy without any foot drop. She had painful
range of motion with extreme discomfort with rotation. The x-rays showed threads of the screw
not crossing the fracture site and a clear non-union.She was taken to the operating room where
she was given spinal anesthesia, the screws were removed and she underwent implantation of a
total hip arthroplasty.Inter-operatively, the surgery was uneventful and the appropriate
anteversion was incorporated both into the femoral neck as well as into the acetabulum.

Post-operatively, she had an unremarkable acute recovery. She was sent to a rehabilitation unit in
the hospital. The patient initially did well but became acutely confused and got up to go to the
bathroom in the middle of the night without supervision. She suffered injury apparently after
hyperflexing and rotating her hip while trying to relieve herself. Subsequent to this, she had a
closed reduction, followed by a revision of her hip. A similar situation occurred after this.

Careful review of the indications as well as the operative procedure and all office notes indicate
that this pleasant, elderly woman did have difficulties after the surgery despite accurate guidance
from staff for hip precautions. Again, after careful review of the operative report, implantation of
the prosthesis was appropriate, both with the original surgery as well as the revision.

Sincerely,
_~Dr. Thomas B. Wheeler, M.D.
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420 South Jackson Street, Pottsville, PA 17901 (570) 621-5000



