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Oclober 20, 2003

Mark P. Volavka
executive Director

Pennsylvania Health Care

Cost Cortainment Counci!

225 Market Street, Suite 4C0

Harrisburg, PA 17101

Dear Mr. Volavka:

Thank yoL for aliowing us the opportun ty tc respond to the 2002 Hospital
Performance Repert. We at Mercy Hospital recognize the importance anc value
of the nformation that the Council provides ta the public.

At Mercy Hospital we review all deaths. There were 101 patients in
DRG™ 83, which is one of the DRG's that will appear on the PHC4 Wer site, with
ore death. This is a 81 vear old who was adrmitted with abdom'nal pain with an
acmission severity of 1 He expired shortly after acmission before a definitive
diagnosis coulc be made. He was treated aggress vely but to no avail

Mearcy Hespitai will continue to review ali mortalities as patof cu-on-
goirg Quality Review. We support the Heailth Care Cost Containment Council s
effo~t ¢ provide meaningful data, which we pelieve, will continue ta support
quaiity, cost =ffective care.

Singerely,
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Gens Basselt”
Chief Administrator Officer
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