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Dear Mr. Volavka:

On behalf of Pennsvlvania Hospital, we would Tike 1o thank vou for the opportunity 1o
comment ot the 2002 |ospital Performance Report. We appreciate the time and effort involved
m reparting infermation related 1o cost and cutcomes of healtheare in Pennsvlivania, After caretul
reviesw of the report. we would Tike to provide these additional obscervations.

Two BRGs with arcater than expected mortality rates were repoerted for Pennsylvania
Hospital. The mortality vate for DRG T2 - Decenerative Neurologic Disorders meluded two
patients who were admitted with Amvotrophie Lateral Sclerosis presenting in cespiratory distress.
Adter discussion with the families the deeision wis made not 1o resuscitate due o the progression
of this terminal degenerative neurologie discase. The patients were provided comf{ort and
supportive palliative care. DRG 76 - Miscellancous Lung Procedures. Complicated. included a
number of patients with complex medical conditions and significant co-morbidities. The patients
were admitted from the emergeney department with high admission severity scores and high
probability of death.  Three ol the patients had metastatic lung cancer. one had metastatic
pancreatic cancer. and vne lad severe COPDY (chironic obstroctive pubmonary discase). Despite
surgical and medical treatments and resusenaus e ellorts, “Do Not Resuseitale” orders were
requested.

We continuousiy review the quality of patient care at Pennsyivanmia THospital for
improvement opportunitics. Thank vou for the inclusion of this information with the published
report.
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