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Suite 400
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Tiear Mr. Volavla:

We appreciate the opportukity (o be able 10 2ubmit comments regarding fhe soon-to-be released 2005 Hozpital
Ferformance Report and applaud the Coumeil for its ongoing efforts o inform the public of perfarmence
aufcomes on thege commom medical procedures,

The perlormanee report indigated that Lehigh Valley Hospital « Muhlenbers's mortality rating was greater than
eripecied fiw Septtcemia, Upen review of these cazes, we would like to mabs two commenis:

1. 53% of the patients died within 48 howrs of admigsion having presented with overwhelming sepsis and
multiple orpan failues,

2. All of the patients requested “Comfort heasures™ or “Mo Reguscitation™.
As patt of sur engedng peer review proeess, all mortalities are reviewed and no quality concems were identified.

The performancs report, indicated that Lehigh Valley Hospital — Muhlenberg's readmission rate for
eomphestionsdinfections for DRG205 Liver Disease was greater than expected, Upeon review of the cazes, the
three paticets readmicted 1o cur facility were readmitted from skilled nursing facikities and had eed siage liver
disease with recurting hepatic encephalopathy.

The peslormanes report indicated that Lehigh Valley Hospital — Muhlenherg's readmission rate for
complicalionsfiniction for DRGOMS Bronelitis and Asthma, Camplicated was greater than expected, Upon
réview of the cases, only b patients were readmitted 1o our facility. The Rrst was an 83-vear-old female with
mfuenza and commumity asquired prenmenia veadwmilted due to failure to thive with inability o care For
herself at home. The second was a 32-year-old patient with asthma and non-cormpliant with medicatians.

Again, we thank ou for the epportunity to comment on this report. Any guestions please do nat hesitate to
confact me at 6104021 T

Bincerely,

iy

Anthony Ardive MDY, MPH, CFE
Senior Vice President
Quality and Patent Safely



