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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 146 *%5°

| NTRODUCED BY TOMLI NSON, RHOADES, FONTANA, STOUT, KI TCHEN
COSTA, ORIE, MJUSTO, RAFFERTY, PUNT, WONDERLI NG ERI CKSON,
WAUGH, C. W LLIAMS, ROBBI NS, GREENLEAF, WASH NGTQON, WOZN AK,
LOGAN, O PAKE, GORDNER, FERLO, PI PPY, REGOLA AND MELLOW
MARCH 5, 2007

REFERRED TO BANKI NG AND | NSURANCE, MARCH 5, 2007

OCO~NOUITARWNE

AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of May 17, 1921 (P.L.682, No.284), entitled "An
act relating to insurance; anending, revising, and
consolidating the | aw providing for the incorporation of
i nsurance conpani es, and the regul ati on, supervision, and
protection of hone and foreign insurance conpani es, LI oyds
associ ations, reciprocal and inter-insurance exchanges, and
fire insurance rating bureaus, and the regul ati on and
supervi sion of insurance carried by such conpani es,
associ ations, and exchanges, including insurance carried by
the State Workmen' s | nsurance Fund; providing penalties; and
repeal i ng existing |laws," mandating heal th insurance coverage
for colorectal cancer screening.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. The act of May 17, 1921 (P.L.682, No.284), known
as The I nsurance Conpany Law of 1921, is anmended by adding a
section to read:

Section 635.2. Coverage for Col orectal Cancer Screening.--

(a) Except to the extent already covered under another policy,

all health insurance policies as defined in this secti on shal

al so provide coverage for col orectal cancer screening for




1 covered individuals in accordance with the nost recently

2 published Anerican Cancer Society gquidelines for col orectal

3 cancer _screening and consistent with approved nedi cal standards
4 and practices.

5 (1) Coverage for nonsynptonatic covered individuals who are
6 fifty (50) years of age or older shall include, but not be

7 limted to:

8 (i) An annual fecal occult blood test.

9 (ii) A signoidoscopy, a screening bariumenena or a test

10 consistent with approved nedical standards and practices to

11 detect colon cancer, at |east once every five (5) years.

12 (iii) A colonoscopy at |east once every ten (10) years.

13 (2) Coverage for synptonatic covered individuals shal

14 include a col onoscopy, signmoidoscopy or any conbination of

15 colorectal cancer screening tests at a frequency determ ned by a
16 treating physician.

17 (3) Coverage for nonsynptonatic covered individuals who are
18 at high or increased risk for colorectal cancer who are under
19 fifty (50) years of age shall include a colonoscopy or any
20 conbination of colorectal cancer screening tests in _accordance
21 wth the nost recently published Arerican Cancer Society
22 quidelines on screening for colorectal cancer.
23 (b) The coverage required under this section shall be
24 subject to annual deductibles, coinsurance and copaynent
25 requirenents inposed by an entity subject to this section for
26 simlar coverages under the sane health insurance policy or
27 contract.
28 (c) For the purpose of this section:
29 (1) "Health insurance policy" neans any individual or group

30 health, sickness or accident policy or subscriber contract or
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30

certificate i ssued by an entity subject to any one of the

(i) This act.

(ii) The act of Decenber 29, 1972 (P.L.1701, No.364), known

as the "Health Mai ntenance Organi zati on Act."

(iii) The act of May 18, 1976 (P.L.123, No.54), known as the

"I ndi vi dual Acci dent and Sickness | nsurance M ni mum St andar ds

(iv) 40 Pa.C.S. Ch. 61 (relating to hospital plan

corporations) or 63 (relating to professional health services

pl an cor porations).

(v) Medical assistance.

The term does not include accident only, fixed i ndemity,

limted benefit, credit, dental, vision, specified disease,

Medi care supplenent, Civilian Health and Medi cal Program of the

Uni fornmed Servi ces (CHAMPUS) suppl enent, | ong-term care or

disability i ncone, workers' conpensati on or autonobil e nedi cal

paynent i nsurance.

(2) "Col onoscopy" neans an exam nati on of the rectum and the

entire colon using a lighted instrunent called a col onoscope.

(3) "Colorectal cancer screening" nmeans any of the foll ow ng

procedures that are furnished to an individual for the purpose

of early detection of col orectal cancer:

(i) Screening fecal -occult bl ood or fecal inmunochem cal

(ii) Screening flexible signpidoscopy.

(iii) Screening col onoscopy.

(iv) Screening barium enenn.

(v) Screening test consistent with approved nedi cal

standards and practices to detect col on cancer.
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(4) "Nonsynptomatic person at high or increased risk" neans

an i ndi vidual who poses a hi gher than average ri sk for

col orectal cancer according to the nost recently published

Aneri can Cancer Soci ety qui delines.

a change in bowel habits, rectal bleeding or persistant stonach

cranps, wei ght | oss or abdom nal pain.

1
2
3
4
5 (5) "Synptomatic person" neans_an_indivi dual who experiences
6
7
8

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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